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Dear Editor: The effects of chemotherapeutic agents on rapidly proliferating organs, such as skin, hair, and the gastrointestinal tract are well-known, and clinically manifest as exfoliative dermatitis, alopecia, and diarrhea, respectively. As a "skin" appendage, nails are no exception. For example, cytotoxic chemotherapeutic agents can induce temporary arrest of proliferative function of the nail matrix, which can be clinically observed as Beau's lines in the nail plate 1,2 .
A 49-year-old male with lung cancer was referred for evaluation of nail changes that had developed on both fingernails and toenails after initiation of chemotherapy with paclitaxel-cisplatin at 3-week intervals. Both nail changes developed at the same time. Physical examination revealed multiple white lines on the nail plates, with regular distance between the lines reflecting chemotherapy cycles of 3-week intervals. With regard to the detailed morphology of the white lines, interestingly, both fingernails and toenails displayed multiple transverse bands of white discoloration and depressions, known as Mees' lines and Beau's lines, which alternately developed on the nail plates ( Fig. 1 ). Both were more prominent on the toenail plates ( Fig. 2A ). Beau's line or Mees' line can sometimes be one of the first symptoms after chemotherapy; however, to the best of our knowledge, development of Beau's lines in patients with Mees' line has not previously been reported.
